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SOCORRO GERONA DE CASTRO 


McCarran, from the Committee on the Ju ary, submitted the 
follow ne 


POR 


The e: Ommittee | } I Leary , oOo WW lh Was re ferred the bill 
Ss. 2508S hint valiat of Socorro Gerona D. Castro, having considered 
the maine, Si oa favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 


mends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THI BI 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Dr. Socorro Gerona De Castro. The bill 


provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of 


the required Visa tee and he pa tax 


STATEMENT OF I 

The beneficiary of the bill was born in the Philippine Islands on 
March 4, 1920, and last arrived in the | nited States as a visitor on 
January 17, 1947. She is presently a resident physician in obstetrics 
and rynecology at Cartield \lemorial Hospital, Washington, PC 
Hospit: al offiet als speak very highly of her and state that her services 
are urgently needed at the hospital 

A letter with attached me ‘morandum dated April 14, 1952. to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows 








Z SOCORRO GERONA DE CASTRO 


APRIL 14, 1952 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to vour request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 2308) for the relief of Socorro Gerona 
de Castro, an alien. The bill would grant her permanent residence in the United 
states. 

There is attached a memorandum of information prepared by the Immigratior 
and Naturalization Service of this Department concerning the alien. 

There is nothing in the record to indicate that Dr. de Castro would not be 
eligible for admission to this country for permanent residence if she could be issued 
an immigration visa. On the other hand, the record fails to present considera 
tions justifying the enactment of special legislation granting her a preference over 
other aliens chargeable to the same quota, some of whom doubtless are physicians 
who desire to practice in the United States. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH 
De puty Atlorne / General, 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERV- 
ICE Fines Re Socorro Grrona De Castro, BENERICIARY OF S. 2308 


Dr. de Castro was born in the Philippines on March 4, 1920. She arrived in 

Tnited States at San Francisco on January 17, 1947, and was admitted as 
a member of the family of an accredited official of a recognized foreign govern- 
ment, for a period of 1 year. She resides with her brother, who is the First Secre- 
tary of the Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C. Their home is in Arlington, 
Va. Dr. de Castro is a resident physician in obstetries and gynecology at Gar 
field Memorial Hospital in Washington. She receives $100 a month, plus room 
and board, and will complete her resideney in January 1958. 

Dr. de Castro completed her medical education in 1944 at the University of 
Santo Tomas in Manila, Philippine Islands. She stated that she was a medical 
officer in the Philippine underground movement and served as a first lieutenant 
in the Philippine Army General Hospital in 1945. She served a 28-month intern- 
ship at Garfield Memorial Hospital from 1947 until 1949, took a 2-month post- 
graduate course at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore during 1949, and completed a 
6-month residency in anesthesia in Emergency Hospital in Washington. She has 
been in her present position since 1950. Her father is deceased and her mother 
resides in the Philippines. In addition to her brother, with whom she resides, 
she has one brother who is a citizen of the United States, and one sister and six 
brothers residing in the Philippines. 

It appears that Dr. de Castro desires permanent residence in the United States 
in order that she may qualify for the practice of her profession and for member- 
ship in recognized medical associations in this country She is chargeable to the 
quota for the Philippines, which is oversubscribed, precluding the early issuance 
to her of an immigration visa 


Senator James E. Murray, the author of the bill, has submitted a 
number of letters and recommendations concerning the bill, among 
which are the following: 

JANUARY 16, 1952 


Repiy TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON 8S. 2308 ror THE RetieEF oF Dr. SocORRO GERONA 
pE CasTrRo 

Question No. 1 

Dr. de Castro was born in the Philippines on March 4, 1920 She left the 
Philippines and arrived in San Francisco on January 17, 1947, on the S. S. Genera 
Meigs on special passport No i 

She entered the countrv as a member of the household of Mr. Tomas G. de 
Castro First Secretary of the Philippine | iInbass\ who is her brother 


Cue lion Vo 


At the present time Dr. de Castro has a residency in obstetrics and gvnecolo 
at Garfield Memorial Hospital. The residency began in January 1950, and w 








SOCORRO GERONA DE CASTRO 3 


be completed by January lL. 1953 Her present residence n the United Stat 


is 102 South Glebe, Arlington, Va 


{Question Vo 3 
Dr de Castro at 


the pres¢ time is earning a $100 a month plus her roo a 
board from her residence, She is not dependent on any other person for support 
Dr. de Castro expects to complete her training in t field of obstet } 
end of 1952 She vnpleted her education in medicine in 1944 at t » Univers 
of Santo Tomas in Manila She served her internship at the Garfield Memoria 
Hospital in 1947 until 1949 She took postzraduate work in medicine at J 
Hopkins Hospital in 1949 and began her reside: it Garfield Memorial H 






pital in Washington, D. C., in January 1950 
Dr. de Ca | 
shortage of qualified obstetrici: 
ability of physicians in this field because of their entr nto military service 
There are attached hereto copies of letters from M1 | (;. Sehmelzer. adn 


stro’s services are sorely 





trator of Garfield Memorial Hospital; Mr. W. R. Castl Garnett 
former chief of staff, departinent of obstetrics-gynecolog, \lemoria 
Hospital; Mrs. C. Ashmead Fuller, of Garfield Memorial of who 
testifv as to her ability and character. In order for Dr eligible 
to take the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecolo ( 
country thereafter, she must be an American citize1 
Oue stion No. A. 

Dr. de Castro has never engaged in any activities political or otherwise i irlo 
to the public interest In fact, she was a medical officer in the Philippine under 


ground movement and in the Philippine Army during World War II 

She was a first lieutenant in the Medical Corps of the Fifty-first Infantry 
There are attached hereto letters from Lt. Col. Mariano A. Erana, of the Judge 
Advocate General Corps and Col Morris H. Marcus Adj itant General, Sixt! 
Army, who served with Dr. de Castro in the Philippines during World War Il] 


Question No. 5. 


She has never been convicted, to my best ki owledge and bel ef, of anv offens 
under any Federal or State law. 


GARFIELD MemortaAL Hosp!rau, 
Washington 1, D. C., Decembe 1951 
Hon. James E. Murray 
United Stat s Ne nate H ashine lon, D c 
Re: Socorro G. de Castro. 
My Drar SENATOR: I am writing 
cian who, I understand, wishes to become an American citizet 
Dr. de Castro has been associated with this } 
staff of residents and interns since March 1, 1947. She completed a 28-mont} 
internship on June 30, 1949: following this, she left for a period of 6 months to 
pursue her postgraduate training at another local hospital; on January 1, 1950 
she was appointed resident in obstetrics and gynecology and has been wit! 


to you in regard to the above-named piivsi 


L1Ospital as a men 


continuously since that time, now serving as a second-vear resident in this special 
field. 

All of her duties have been performed in a most satisfactory manner and he 
character has proved to be beyond question. In view of the fact that there is 
need for physicians who have received the benefits of specialized training in this 
field as well as the fact that her services are considered essential to the operati 
of the department of obstetrics and gynecology in this hospital, due to the unava 
ability of yvoung physicians because of military service, | would urge and r 
ommend that Dr. Socorro G. de Castro be permitted to become a citizen of the 
United States. 

Yours respectfulh 


’ 





SOCORRO GERONA DE CASTRO 


Beruespa 14, Mob., January 8, 1952. 
Hon. JAMes FE. Murray, 


( nited States Senate, Washington, D. ( 


DraAR SENATOR Murray: Dr. Socorro G. de Castro who is at present a resident 
in obstetrics and gynecology at Garfield Memorial Hospital tells me that you 
have been most generous and kind enough to help in her effort to seeure her 
(merican citizenship. Needless to say, I, like many others, will be deeply grateful 
to you for vour kind assistance in this respect 

I first became acquainted with Dr. de Castro when she was a first lieutenant, 
Medical Corps, Fifty-fourth Infantry, a component of the Philippine Army, soon 
following the liberation of the Philippines early in 1945. At the time I was a 

iber of President Osmena’s cabinet in charge of the Department of Justice, 
abor : Welfare, and also Judge Advocate General of the Philippine armed 
forces with the rank of colonel, Judge Advocate General’s Staff, Philippine Army. 
\s Judge Advocate General of the Army I was naturally familiar with the activities 

Dr. de Castro as a member of the underground movement particularly in the 
province of Sorsogon, and must say they were most commendable. Lieutenant 
as honorably released from the Philippine Army in August 1946 and 

later proceeded to the United States to further her medical studies 
in contact again with Dr. de Castro until the summer of 1948 
s recalled for extended active duty as lieutenant colonel, Judge Advocate 
orps of the United States Army in Pentagon 
Dr. de Castro’s arrival in Washington early in 1947 she has continuously 
rendered imme: ‘able service to her fellow countrvmen and proved to be loval, 
onest, faithful and hardworking, and to sav that she definitelv is a credit to the 
ymmunityv is putting it mildly I know that hers is a very deserving case and 
I can state without reservation that she will prove to be a loval American and a 
redit to the medical profession 
Vi rv sit cerely . 
Martano A. ERANA, 
ut Colone JTAGC-USAR 


HEADQUARTERS SixtH ARMY, 
lio of San Francisco, Calif., Januar y 12. 


ington ae 2p eS 

inderstanding that 0c de Castro, 

Islands and : { ident phvsician in 
Washington, ’ ‘ e for permanent 
s in r urther her 1 cal education and 
» Sine a ar at hic time she was a 
Army of e Phi dj on ¢ vi he Philippins 
luvong, R 


Recovered Personnel Division, GH | had 
is, which showed that she took part i 
recovery of the Philippine Islands. I later 
ted also with members of her family, both 


din Washington, D. ¢ Her activitie in ad 


nown to me 
me as being a verv conscientious, loval, hard-working, 
character, ambitious to further her medical knowledge 
from a very ipinio family [ am happy to recom- 
{ nited States in the belief 


will be ¢ ASs¢ her community, 


Morris H. Mareus, 


( olonel, 1c¢ ‘ Idjutant Ge nera 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 2308) should be enacted 





